Mani


founder of Manichaeism
Yathrib/Medina 
city of prophet’s death
Mecca 


city of prophet’s birth and revelations
Kab’ah


pilgrimage center for pre-Islamic Arab religion… part of Hajj now
Allah 


The God for Islam
Qu’ran 

a record of revelations.  A manifestation of the word/mind of God. 
Mohammed 

5th and most revered messenger in Islamic faith
Islam 


submission to God (the religion that practices this)
Muslim 

one who has submitted
Sura 


chapter in the Qu’ran
Sunnah 
the aggregate ‘life example’ of the prophet’s life, constituting a guide to proper conduct for Muslims
Hadith 
most important elements of the Sunnah:  the prophet’s sayings

Isnad 


the chain of witnesses that vouches for the validity of a hadith

Tafsir 


commentary on the Qu’ran
Caliph/ate 

political successor of the prophet
Abu Bakr 

1st caliph by default
Umar 


2nd caliph
Uthman 

3rd caliph… assassinated.
Ali


son-in-law of prophet and 4th caliph
Shi’i 
supporters of Ali.  political leader should be related to prophet.
Sunni 


supporters of Uthman.  Don’t have to be related to be a leader.
Mu’awiya 

1st caliph of Umayyad dynasty.
Umayyads 

dynasty begun in 661 that changed the capital to Damascus. 
Abbasids 

dynasty begun in 750 that changed the capital to Baghdad.
Shahadah 
1st pillar that affirms that there is no other God but God and Mohammed is his messenger.  Must say this to become a Muslim.
Salat 


2nd pillar. regular daily prayers, 5 times daily.
Zakat 


3rd pillar. alms giving
Ramadan 

month during which Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset.  4th pillar.

Hajj 


5th pillar – pilgrimage to Mecca.
Fiqh 


human study of Islamic law
Faqih 


Islamic jurist or lawyer

Imamate 
Infallible spiritual and political leader backed by Shi’i Muslims.
Agha Khan 
some shi’i Muslims believe is the living Imam today.
Druze
religion that developed out of Islam in the 1000’s

Al-Hakim
ruler of fatimid kingdom from 996-1021 worshiped by Druze

Shari’ah 
Islamic legal tradition literally means “the path”

Ijtihad 
using reason and specifically analogy to come to new solutions for new situations

Mufti 
single individual interpreter/lawyer for a specific town or country

Mu’tazilah
Islamic school of thought that took the intermediate, rational view 

Ash’ari
leader who resolved Islamic thought debate between postponers and mu’tazilah in favor of the postponers point of view
al-Kindi
set terms for how philosophy would be done in relation to Islam

Ibn Rushd (Averroes)
Islamic philosopher in Spain in the late 1100’s.  expert in Aristotle.

Sufism 
Islamic mysticism

Rab’iah
an Islamic female mystic

Bayazid
an example of the extreme of mystical language in a mystic

Sheikh
a sufi master who’s role it is to guide a sufi brotherhood

Ibn Arabi
Islamic master of theosophy in Spain in the late 1100’s

Dhikr
a breathing technique used in Sufism

Sama’
listening to music and participating in ritual dance for a sufi

al-Afghani
Islamic leader who reconciled western science and Islamic thought

Ataturk
set up modern secular nation-state in Turkey

